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CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, 


| By the appointment of the General Bap- 
tiſt Aſſembly, the Addreſs this year has for its ſubject 
the reſpective duties of Miniſters and People. 


The duty of Miniſters to the people may be com- 


prehended under the following general heads. 


1. iſters ſhould faithfully, diligently, and cheer- 
fully miniſter the words of life and ſalvation unto them. 
Miniſters are-ſtewards of the myſteries of the goſpel, and 
it becomes ſtewards to be faithful, for they muſt give an 
account of their ſtewardſhip. Having treaſure in 
earthen veſſels, they have it for the benefit of thoſe with 
whom they are connected; and in the improvement of 
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what is depoſited with them, they muſt be faithful to 
God, ever remembring that God is preſent, ſees all 
their actions, knows all their motives, and will reward 
or puniſh accordingly, Faithful ſhould they be to 
Chriſt, who hath counted them worthy putting them 
into the miniſtry, as well as faithful to their own ſouls 
in ſo important a charge as is committed to them, 


In the diſcharge of this duty to the people, Minifters 
ſhould remember that preaching is not to be conſidered 
merely as an exerciſe of abilities, nor the occupation of 
a little time in the pulpit ; they ought to conſider the 
great end of preaching is to ſave thoſe that hear, to be 
to them a ſavor. of life unto life, Souls ſhould be pre- 
cious in their view, and the grand object ſhould not be 
forgotten. They ſhould be faithful in ſpeaking the 
truth, and ſpeaking plainly to the caſes and conſciences 
of their hearers, not ſhunning to declare the whole 
counſel of God, warning the wicked of the error of his 
way; at the ſame time, not withholding from the timid, 
the fearful, and the righteous, that encouragement 
highly neceſſary for them in their journey towards 
Heaven, 


If Miniſters wiſh to be faithful, they will alſo be 
diligent:—diligent in ſtudying God's word, in collect- 


ing uſeful matter, and treating ſubjects in ſuch a man- 


ner, that the duties of religion may be clearly under- 
food, that the underſtanding may be enlightened, the 
heart warmed with divine and generous principles, and 


the affections of the people raiſed towards Heaven. 


Let 


a 6 
Let it be added, if eheerfulneſs be united with the 


duty they owe to the people in preaching the word of 
God, the work will be doubly pleaſant and profitable, 
What is done ſhould be with a willing mind. God loves 
a cheerful giver, Freely they have received; freely they 


_ ought to communicate, The diſcharge of this duty to 


the people they will not conſider as a burden, but exult- 
ing as did the apoſtle, ©* to me is this grace given,” counts 
ing it an honor, and the joy of their hearts, that they 
are employed in preaching the anſcarchadle riches of 


Chriſt, 


2. It is the duty of Miniſters to bear on their minds 
an affectionate concern for the n to whom they 
preach. 


Without this principle, what can be expected? with 
it, may we not look for bleſſed fruits as the conſequence? 
There will be a ſolicitous concern that will ſhow itſelf 
in various ways. A Miniſter having this principle per- 
vading his heart will be ready in the ſervice of the 
people, ardently panting for their beſt intereſts, He 
will feel their wants and their ſorrows, and affectionately 
mix his tears with theirs. He will lament their weak- 
neſſes and their increaſe of piety and holineſs will 
rejoice uis heart. He will be affable, kind, and conde- 
ſcending, ſhewing himſelf their fervant for Chriſt's 
ſake, He will be always ready, like his great Maſter, 
to go about doing good. 

3. A Miniſter ſhould pray for the people. 88 
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If poſſeſſed of ſuch principles as he ought to have, 


not this be natural? Does he not with. their 


663 


; 1 ws the people be forgotten N They will have a 
[xi in his prayers, he will intercede and his mouth 


ill be filled with arguments on their behalf. This 
duty! is ſanctioned by apoſtles, and Chriſt himſelf moſt 
.: affeRtionately poured out his ſoul to God his Heavenly 


Father, praying not only for thoſe who were at that 
time his diſciples, but alſo for thoſe who ſhould after- 


yards believe. 


4. It is the duty of Miniſters to viſit the people not 
only with a view juſt to ſee them, and lightly to touch 
on the trifling ſubjects of the preſent day, but his defign 
ſhould be to inſtru, to encourage, to caution, to give ſa- 
lutary advice, as the caſe and circumſtances of the people 
require, He ought to give advice to the young, and 
ſolacing comfort to the aged, If any have erred, he 


will endeavour to reſtore ſuch in the ſpirit of makes; 
he will not fail to exhort, to teach, and admoniſh with 
all long ſuffering goodneſs. He will watch over their 
ſouls for good, and, as it is his duty to pray for them, 


ſo alſo will he pray with them z Cautious at all times 
in his perſonal viſits, that they be not too often ner 
burdenſome, and that things be ſo accommodated, that 


pleaſure and profit be united. 


Various other things might be ſuggeſted, and thoſe 
already mentioned might be more copiouſly treated ; 
but brevity being requiſite, I ſhall next, in a few words, 


ſuggeſt the duty of the People to their Miniſters. 
1. The 


(: NY 
1. The People ſhould reſpect and eſteem their Miniſters... 


We muſt conceive a duty to be ſupparted in ſome 
meaſure from the nature of things. If Miniſters have 
no reſpectability of character it will be difficult to re- 
ſpect them; but their ſituation and employ ſuppoſe 
degrees of preeminence. If they were defective in 
mental abilities, in moral and religious character, would 
you choſe them your Miniſters? If acting as Miniſters, 
does not that relation indicate them to be ſuch perſons 
as will arreſt your eſteem? Does not the apoſtle Paul 
in inforcing this duty ſuggeſt a double ground for it ? 
Eſfteem them—and efleem them highly for their work ſake. 
Hence, a modern writer on the Paſtoral Office, of great 
eminence and piety, has very juſtly obſerved, that 
«© Whenever Miniſters are exerciſing their office they 
are doing ſomething for the inſtruction, the ſanctifica- 
tion, or ſalvation of the people ; and by being employed 
for purpoſes ſo beneficial to them, they cannot but be 
intitled to their affection and gratitude, To refuſe 
theſe attachments, is to declare that they reckon theſe 
no ſervices, Love and eſteem will add force to one 
another, and will lead them to treat Miniſters both- 
with reſpect and kindneſs, and to do them all the good 
offices in their power, with an acknowledged ſenſe that 
they arc „ to them,” 


2. People ſhould endeavour to conceal rather than 
aggravate the failings and imbecillities of their Miniſters, 


Miniſters are but men, and men of like paſſions 
with others. They have their tempers, their conſti- 
tutional 
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tutional attachments, If the people expect them to be! 


completely perfect, they will be miſtaken. Should 
there be diſcoverable in them ſpecks and blemiſhes, 


(comparatively trifling with things immoral and irrelj. | 
gious,) how ſhould people conduct themſelves? Un. 


doubtedly with a temper and diſpoſition ready to make 
allowances the moſt favourable —to correR, if they can; 
but if there be no proſpect of that, not to aggravate, or 
magnify the mole-hill into a mountain, but to conceal 
and cover with the mantle of charity, Tt is unknown 
the miſchief that the ofhiciouſneſs of imprudent com. 
munications has done, the uſefulneſs it has prevented 
in goſpel miniſtrations. We may readily conclude, 


the venerable Paul had in view the evil as well as wick 
edneſs of unguarded infinuations againſt the characters 


of public preachers, when he advifed—that accuſations 
againſt Elders be before two or three witneſſes. 


It is the duty of the People to co-operate with 
Miniſters in their labours, 


The buſineſs Minifters have to accompliſh, ought 
to be an object of the earneſt wiſhes of the People, 
Nor ought Miniſters to be left alone in the work, 
Thoſe not Min'ters may aſſiſt, they can afliſt, they 
ought to aſſiſt, Miniſters, unaided by the people, how 


little, comparatively ſpeaking, can be accompliſhed ! | 


— The Miniſter's labour will be like beating the air. 


Let but the people cordially concur with him, rough 


places will then be made ſmooth, and crooked paths 


ſtraight, Miniſters wil find their hands Rrengthened, 
their 
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their hearts refreſhed, their labours facilitated, and no 
doubt but then the work of the Lord will proſper in 


their hands, 


4. Is it the duty of Miniſters to pray for the people; 
the People alſo ſhould pray for their Miniſters. 


Eminent as was the apoſtle Paul, extraordinary as 
were his accompliſhments for the work of the miniſtry, 
yet repeatedly did he requeſt of Chriſtians, that they 
would pray for him and his fellow-Jabourers—brethren, 
pray for us. We wiſh your help, we need your prayers, 
Not only will your prayers call down heavenly bene- 
dictions on us, but they will melt our hearts to united 
feelings with you, and for you. Your prayers will in- 
vigorate all our endeavours for public benefit. Pray 
for us, that we may be filled with heavenly wiſdom ; 
be preſerved amidſt the variegated evils and temptations 
of life, that our private and public labours may be 
blefſed, that we may have boldneſs and utterance, that 
ſo God's word may run and be glorified. 


5. Another duty of people to their Miniſters is that of 


contributing to their neceſſities. 


Who goeth a warfare at his own charges? Muſt not 
miniſters ..vſift by the ſame means that others do ? 
They are to live by faith; but they cannot live by 
faſting! If their time, their talents, their beſt days, 
are devoted to your ſervice, ſhould there be no return? 
If they miniſter in ſpiritual things, ought not ye 
to miniſter of things carnal? This duty ſtands on the 

ground 
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ground of juſtice and equity, is ſtrongly enforced by 
holy ſcripture; and if the ſubje& be maturely conſider- 
ed, gratitude itſelf will powerfully ſtimulate. the people 
to make ſome adequate return for the ſtudious inde- 
fatigable labours of their Miaiſters, 


Finally; Is it not the duty of the people to encou- 


rage their miniſters by a conſtant attendance on ordi- 
nances adminiſtered, and the public preaching the word 
of God ? 


To what purpoſe is preaching if there be none to 
hear? Who ought to be more conſtant to hear than 
thoſe who have embraced Chriſtianity, and commenced 
diſciples of the bleſſed Jeſus? If ſuch are remiſs in 
their attendance, may not Chriſt's expoſtulating appeal 
be applied to them — will ye alſo go away That people 


not profeſſing religion, ſhould be careleſs, inattentive, 


and indifferent to preaching, and other religious exer- 
eiſes, is eaſy to be accounted for: but how inexcuſable 
muſt it be for thoſe connected with a Miniſter in a 
Chriſtian Society, to neglect from time to time, the 
great means of edification! Do they not want in- 
ſtruction themſelves * Should they not encourage the dif- 
fuſion of religious knowledge to others? Why then is 
the houſe of God forſaken, and the public duties of 
religion neglected? Ought not the people to ſupport 
and encourage, by perſonal attendance, their Miniſters 
in duties that are of the higheſt importance ? 


Brethren, CHRISTH has ſaid of his Church, that the 


gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it! And, if Miniſ- 
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ters and People cordially unite together, and diligentl 
diſcharge their various reciprocal duties, Chriſtian So- 
cieties will then be flouriſhing and pleaſant, ripening 
for that better and more glorious abode, which God has 
prepared for thoſe that love him, 
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